
Ivette Guillermo-McGahee, is a Mexican-born child of deaf parents (CODA) and sister of two 

Deaf siblings (SODA), she is fluent in LSM, ASL, Spanish and English. Ivette graduated from the 

Gallaudet’s Master of Arts in Mental health Counseling program, in 2006. 

After graduating, she worked at different settings including school, hospital, methadone clinic, 

home-based crises intervention and outpatient private practice. 

In 2012 while working on her private practice and realizing that many people who needed her 

services were underinsured and could not afford her fees, she made the decision to find a way 

to make mental health services available for everyone and founded Allies In Caring. Individual 

and Family Counseling | Allies in Caring | United States 

Allies in Caring is a New Jersey nonprofit offering a continuum of behavioral health services, 

which include:  In-home treatment — for families experiencing a crisis, respite services and 

outpatient services for individuals diagnosed with a behavioral health disorder. Additionally, its 

new “Wellness Hub, ConVivir” offers:  Promotion — skill building programs that enhance the 

ability of immigrants and individuals with disabilities to withstand challenges and Prevention — 

interventions for children and parents exposed to traumatic experiences and other risks 

associated with the onset of behavioral health disorders. 

AIC’s team includes four Deaf professionals who are fluent in ASL, have an in-depth 

understanding of Deaf related issues and their experiences.  

AIC is also a leading member of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Coalition of South Jersey 

(DHHCSJ), with strategic collaborators such as the NJ Association of the Deaf, The Atlantic 

County Society of the Deaf, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, New Jersey Coalition to End 

Domestic Violence, Solid Rock Baptist Church's Deaf Services, Interpreter Referral Services. Inc. 

The coalition is addressing two main needs in NJ: the need for care management and for 

behavioral health services and the need for Behavioral Health and Wellness Services.  

AIC’s new Deaf Wellness Program provides educational and health-related programing 

accessible in Sign Language, which includes:  ASL classes to help reduce the adverse impact on 

mental health caused by of language deprivation; Counseling for DHH individuals to help them 

deal with impact in functioning and breakdowns in communication and relationships; 

Navigation services which include computer skills training to help DHH individuals learn to 

access resources and treatment options so they can successfully re-integrate into their family, 

work and academic life,  Meaningful socialization opportunities to reduce loneliness and social 

isolation which has a significant impact in mental health.  Additionally, we regularly host events 

that promote awareness and create a more considerate environment for DHH people. Such as 

CODA movie night, Meet a Deaf person event, etc.  

 Ivette recognizes that persisting racial and ethnic disparities in behavioral health care are major 

clinical, public health, and societal problems and founded Allies In Caring, Inc. to provide 

https://www.alliesincaring.org/
https://www.alliesincaring.org/


leadership, advocacy, and excellence in promoting culturally responsive, mental health services 

for diverse populations 

Access to social and economic opportunities as well as health promotion and establishing 

community resources and collaborations has been a part of Ivette’s latest work. Ivette provides 

leadership to the Hammonton Health Coalition serving Latinos and the Coalition for Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing living in South Jersey, seeking to address the Social Determinants Of Health and 

mitigate the impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences. Her work in this area has been widely 

recognized by national and state entities. 

Additionally, Ivette serves as a consultant in developing the capacity to provide equal access to 

health resources in NJ. In her role as consultant, she served as a member of the design team 

working to establish the NJ Publlic Health Institute in New Jersey to assist with pandemic 

recovery efforts, public health infrastructure as well as address the state’s health and racial 

equity capacity needs. How a Public Health Institute Would Advance Health Equity in New 

Jersey - RWJF 

Additionally, she served in the Design team for the Elevating Equity - Gathering Ground, a 

project seeking to disrupt inequities in the nonprofit sector and build alternatives.  

In 2021 was appointed to the Jenga Council, a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (rwjf.org)’s 

advisory council to promote health equity in NJ. 

Mrs. Guillermo- McGhee is a Licensed Professional Counselor. She is also an Approved Clinical 

Supervisor (ACS). Her professional training includes a Master in Mental Health Counseling from 

Gallaudet University, D.C. Her post-graduate training includes: Multicultural Therapy, Systems 

Centered Therapy (SCT), Trauma Focus – CBT, and Mindfulness Based Interventions. 

Additionally, she studies and practices Theory U and Social Presenting Theater.  

Ivette's experience as a Mexican-born child of Deaf parents, has provided profound 

understanding of the potential for growth that lies within the hardships that are a part of the 

human experience. Her vision is to help families thrive and develop into more skillful, mindful, 

and compassionate human beings, while working through the adversity in their lives. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2022/03/seizing-the-moment--how-a-public-health-institute-would-advance-health-equity-in-new-jersey.html
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